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ABSTRACT 

Evidence indicates that the results of folklorists' 
studies have had a positive effect on the relationship aiong ethnic 
groups as well as on college-coaaunity relationships in Hays, Kansas* 
Research based on 6^* interviews of Bembers of the coBiunity and the 
college shows that aeobers of the Gersan-Russian ethnic group have a 
notably increased pride in their heritage, while other ■eabers of the 
coBBunity now share in aany of the German-Russian group's custoas and 
enjoy their food. In addition, aeabers of other ethnic groups who are 
new in Hays feel ready acceptance by both the coaBunity and the 
college. (JH) 
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Mjr intention was to disoorer whether the 
collectors of folklore hav^ had any affect on the 
comKunltj In Mhloh they collftot neterlaX and whether 
there has been any iatproTeaant In collese* community 
relatlonahipe at a result. X aa aware that Z am 
speaking only for ay area, but I feeX aXso that 
this type of study alght be appXlcabXe to other 
ar9as as weXI* 

My husband and I have been assooiated with 
the Xoeal coll<-se at Hays as foXklorlsts for twenty 
years* and X spent ay girlhood there as a faculty 
daughter* Bays* the largest town between Sallna and 
Denver. Is a coamunlty of 15»000 people* and the 
college has about 4B00 students. He have coXXecteA 
aaterlaX among the ethnic groups* oalnXy the Qeraan* 
lusslans. In our area. Ve have eTldsnee to Indicate 
that the college*-eoaiDunlty relationships are laproved 
and that nany factors contributed to this. Aaong 
these were specific things the folkXcrists had done 
to cAuse an Increased sense of pride among the German- 
Bussians as they saw that their ouXture was of positive 
interest to an outsider; especlaXXy was this true anong 
those people who had had little fomaX education* for 
they seemed flattered that th«» education society was 
lnter*»6t*»d in their cultural heritage. Nearly all 
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people seemed to feel that all concerned—college 

OP tomifipeople— should work ^ven harder to erase 

any prejudices that sMll al^^ht be held. ^ 

My research is based on sixty-four Interviews 
of members of the coaraunity and the college. The 
community inform ^ta form a cross-section, in 
socloloRical, ethnological, and economic groupa, in 
political and religious affiliation, in educational 
background (sixth grade to graduate degrees), in age 
(sixteen to eighty- four) . and in occupation. The colleg 
informants also form a cross-section. in both ethnic and 
non-ethnic membership, in age. and in status (both 
students and teachers of all academic rank and in- 
terests). I also considered variance in the length 
of time the people had lived in the community or had 
been associated with the college— some had had family 
associations with the college and community for three 
gener^itions and some for only a short time. 

The feeling was almost unanimous that members of 
the Gen^an-Bussian ethnic group had an increased pride 
m their b^ckffround. so much so that younger informants 
s.^emed even to have little awareness that there had 
b-en a problem, and that tn. college-community relation- 
ships had Improved over th*» y^are. 

There werr. reasons ^iven for these lirprovements 
In addition to folklorists activities-better educational 
opportunities, broader rell-^ious views, and freer 
political meffioership. All of these .reas had previously 
made a double reinforcement to the bariler between 
the ethnic group ani th^ rest of th^ com unity on the 
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on* hand, and oetwe^u the comunlt/ tlie ooXle«« 
on the other hand, for the eUoilc-sroup !neBibei-.hXp 
«e««ed CO be the determining factor on the other 
nie«berehlpg. 

One doBlnant factop^educatlon«.waa given by 
lnfonn«nt. of ne.rly all a«e«. Poreao.t Mentioned 
was the 0. I. Bill after w.w. ii which pemltted 
people to attend coUese, particularly the me«ber« of 
the Gerraan-auaeian minority ethnic group which had 
not prenously attended In large number., and generally 
better econo.lc conditions. This oauaed a oajor 
lecsenlng of antagonlsna. both for the ainorlty group 
and for the community generally, toward people of another 
group either ethnic or enucatlonal. However, one older 
person Indicated that this had had origins eves, earlier, 
for during th. depression of the 30U people were brought 
together to face their con , on probl«8S| one solution 
vras tnrou«h the Civilian Conservation Corps, which 
»#t up claaaes at the college In f«rm probl^s, 
aec^i.nlcal skills, and cooking for area aan. 

inother doublu relnforceaent of the antagonlwis 
was relitslon. for t . Cenr. . aussian. were nearly 
always Catholic. There has been a breakdown of the 
strong religious barrier on both the Catholic and 
Protestant sides. One spcnlfic examola nentloned tl.e 
after tljne was the Geriaan-Russlan wedding customs at 
the marriage—the dinner, the dance, etc. Originally 
these were closed to the Protestant people of days, now. 
however. r,hey are open to Invited people, both Catholic 

4 



•ad FrotMUot, «ad are injojad bx aXl. Both CathoHa. 

•nd Prot#«tant« haT« worked hard at dcTaloplng an op«^ 

.lad to paopi* of other faith., nj hu.b^id «a. ^y^;^ 

tlonad apeclfUally m thla connection for hi. progra. 

on the Gerftan Suaslan ateel croaaea in the oeaeterlea 

aa folk art. Thej had all enjo/ed thla— Hletorioal 

aoeiety. Khlghta of ColuBbua. tfoaen'a Cluba, eto. 

Thi. profirma «aa alao preaented at the Anerlean Folklore 

Sooietj aeating held In Waahlngton. D. C. two year. a«Q. 

another olaahlnc aapeot which earlier had alao had 
-double reinforcement w«a political affili.tion. Originally 
nearU all GerM-Bnaelana were taioorata. Thie waa ao 
atrong a boundary that .one profeaaor. at the college 
amply abandoned their political affiliation rather 
that try to break the barrier. Row thl. i, not the caae. 

AM a reault of the.e factor., apeciflo change, are 
In endenoe In the coaaunlty. Kany cluba are now 
attended by aeBber. of all ethnic, educational, religion., 
•ad political groupe-for instance, the Hl.torical Society, 
the Cultural Art. organiEatlon. and the American Aaaodation 
of Hetlrtd People. Moat feel that thia would not hare 
been the caae twenty or even ten year. ago. 

Oa nany occaaion. the folklorlat. have had a part 
In theae aetlTitlea by presenting prograna. Aa a 
by-product apeolflc aention was aade of the traditional 
culalne brought by the Oerman-ausslana to pot-luck 
•upper.. In rec«it year, the local re.Uurant. and the 
college union have frequently serred galuskiea (cabbage 
atttffed With ground neat and rice) and blerocka 
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(bread (iou..h flllec nIUi .n.un.i n.eat, oni.mi. ,nrt 
fipiCM). Th« f in.t tin*- Q^' in-hu6,-.l;,n foo-i w^s -vf^r 
serv-d in t roU^g<^ uniun at a ^v»nqu«t .vf tha 

K-nsaa .-.akiore Soclfttj in r^p8; n it le s^rv^HJ 
TH^ularXy In tho oi .Insiry c^iec^ria iine, Inrlcftd th« 
iu<al brnnch of a wiaely wowri han.burfter c.,ln, th« 
Drujoaer huj, meiver- biarocks a** won a& the uauaX 

There were intei^stin^s crls«-cr>L. ir.g of the 
folklorla^ In naarij all mentioned areaa in their 
oontnbutlone to ooioaunlty and reli&loue organization*. 
Taachere anu atudeot* at the coll'^ge weiaioned the 
Increase in research on ethnic heritage not only In 
local fttoupe but other ^roupc *ic well— Caeohoslo- 
vekien and Swedleh. Mom the Oeryan-Bueslans prouoly 
present their heritage to the college bt^th i.-. the 
classrooM anci at calle«e ac:;lvltles5 specifically 
nnntioned mere Uie German Club uiid tne Ue,.L,un Club. 
The oolleae i.oula now like to l»£»ve an annual Oktober 
Feet thflue for ite hoiaecoiaing In which the college 
end co»«unity woulc: work together In prr renting the 
col^ige-ooijiiunity heritage^ the merchants Mould then 
develop etHnlc fcotlfe In th*» stores to carry cut the 
vracUtional theae. The folkloribte alon^ v;ith cany 
other people would be in termed laries betneen the colle^^e 
and corx^unity. 

There are wany cr>n(Mucion8 to draw fron* ti.ls re- 
search. Soue Infon^tfi su^g^r.ted xuut fol.aorlfltfi 
should do «ven iaor« resft^rch ar.d thai: ihey should 
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juhiish their nrtlcles not only Ir n«tinr>«l jou^rAl? 
but ir the locel n.e^wi!»peT as wf»n that are« p#»opTe 
nan enjoy thWo Another ?u :,xp?ition whs thfit thf»y 
*h?nld he «r.'^*»'!r*<5'f»ri to develop n>>v ^lessfs nt t^f» 
cc;n«g;e, siirh os the Folk Pftcip«s r^nd Customa class, 
£<»t at tl2.es when tcwnsp^f^ple fts well as tpgulf^rly 
♦'••.roileci students CAn attend. One Int'^rf^stlns conropnt 

ccll*ffe :.>^'ople was thnt the new professors who 
moved ir from nther ar<»as and who were members of 
other eti^nlc minorities now f^el better «»rceptanoe of 
their ethnic nrlquenes-.ses In "nys b*»cause of the 
pc'sitlve dt'^ate. 

'Phus the answer to ny orla-lral njiestion, whether 
the collectors of folklore have had «n Impact on 
their communities, peers to be positive; they oJong 
with other factors h«ve contributed to an iTprovement 
in col le^te-cominu"! ty r*»latlcrs, 

ys/rtb 
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